Gospel Reflection

We often find it difficult to wait. Waiting does not come easy
to us. The commercial world cannot wait for Christmas. The
carols of Christmas have been piping through our department
stores for some weeks now. It is hard to escape strains of ‘Let
it snow, let it snow, let it snow’, and so on. The streets of our
city, our shop windows are already full of the tinsel and glitter
of Christmas. We are well used now to Christmas being
dragged back into November. Waiting is out of the question.
There is little to be done about that. Yet, to some extent, we
can detach ourselves from it all; we can consciously enter into
that spirit of joyful waiting that Advent invites us to. That
spirit is well captured in our response
to today’s psalm. | rejoiced when |
heard them say ‘Let us go to God’s
house’. That was spoken by pilgrims
as they were setting on pilgrimage

to the temple in Jerusalem. They
anticipated with great joy the
prospect of arriving at the beautiful
temple. This was the joy of
expectation. It is the joy of Advent.
We joyfully look forward to
celebrating the birth of our Saviour
and all that his birth has come to
mean for us.
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30th NOVEMBER 2025 AV
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (CYCLE A)
MASS & SERVICE TIMES

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you wish to make preparations for your child to be Baptised you
should telephone Fr Simon or see him at Mass at 10am on Sunday.

Following this there are Meetings on the first Friday of each month at
7:30pm that you will need to attend, where you will meet Mrs Gerri
Doherty and Deacon Chris Wells.

Saturday 29th November 5:15pm Mass
Sunday 30th November 10:00am | Mass
Monday 1st December 10:00am | Mass
Tuesday 2nd December 10:00am | Mass
Wednesday 3rd December No Mass
Thursday 4th December No Mass
Friday 5th December 10:00am | Mass
7:00pm | Christmas Carols and Songs Night
Saturday 6th December 5:15pm Mass
Sunday 7th December 10:00am | Mass

: If Fr Simon is unobtainable please leave a message and send an email
! to stjosephwinsford2012@hotmail.co.uk
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200 CLUB DRAW Coffee morning

Winner: £40 Prize Our next coffee morning is in
This week — Mr Allen Scanlan January 2026.

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB
AND HELP THE PARISH?

Over 60’s Christmas Lunch

Over 60’s Christmas lunch on Sunday 14th December at 12 noon.
Please put your name on the yellow list in the porch if you would like
to attend. Any donations on the day will be used to help young
members of the parish on next years trip to Lourdes.

Volunteers Needed

If you can spare an hour or two between 9am and 3pm on Sunday
14" December, please add your name to the blue list in the porch.
Thank you.

Christmas Carols & Fun Christmas Songs

Carol and Christmas songs from various
groups and individuals on Friday 5th December at Q
7pm, free entry. Drinks and refreshments

afterwards. Donations to the church welcome.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING ENQUIRIES

If you are interested in hiring the Parish Centre for a function,
please contact Phil Martin on 07720 807162

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a hew experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel Matthew 24 37 —44

Jesus said to his disciples. “When the Son of Man
appears, things will be just as they were when
Noah lived. People were eating, drinking, and getting married right up
to the day that the flood came and Noah went into the big boat.

They didn’t know anything was happening until the flood came and
swept them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man
appears.

Two men will be in the same field, but only one will be taken. The other
will be left. Two women will be together grinding grain, but only one
will be taken. The other will be left.

So be on your guard! You don’t know
when your Lord will come. Homeowners
never know when a thief is coming, and
they are always on guard to keep one
from breaking in.

Always be ready! You don’t know when
the Son of Man will come”.

Four Bible Studies on the Advent Sunday Gospels
Mauro lannicelli will break-open the forthcoming Advent
Sunday Gospels with in-depth teaching and stimulating
guestions. The Holy Mass will come alive in a new way!
Four Wednesdays: 26 Nov | 3 Dec | 10 Dec | 17 Dec (7
8pm UK Time). Free of Charge | LIVE on YouTube.
Registration: comeandsee.org/advent25




