Gospel Reflection

A friend of mine gave me some acorns, with the idea that | would
make them into prayer beads. | tipped them out and there,
amongst them all, was an acorn with a crack in its golden shell and
the palest green shoot beginning to sprout.

This acorn knew exactly what it was; knew why God had created it
and what God intended it to be and wasn't going to let a few
hundred miles and the total absence of either light, soil or water
from distracting it from its purpose. It was on a growing curve; one
inch to 100 plus feet in however many years it may take. It had to
start somewhere and the paper bag was enough.

Faith, true faith, doesn't really ask for much either; just the time
and opportunity to grow. To know who we are; to recognise

our vocation; to desire, against all odds, to fulfil our calling; to find
a place to realise that vocation.

The strength of faith is
that it may measure only
aninch - but in its mind it
is a hundred feet tall.

Have Faita |
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Bingo and Bake sale evening — Friday 14thNovember 2025

Eyes down &§) 7pm — St Mary’s Parish Centre, Middlewich. The
Confirmation Group are organising the event to raise funds for the parish
(St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s). EVERYONE IS INVITED! Tickets are £1 per game.
We are requesting donations for bingo prizes & a hamper raffle. If you are
able to donate, please see Gemma Jakubik (07796455509), Mike Worden,
Clare Skinner. We are also calling on our Parish Bakers to donate bakes for
the evening that we can sell. Please support our young people in their
efforts and continue to remember them in your prayers as they prepare to
receive the Holy Spirit in a few weeks.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you wish to make preparations for your child to be Baptised you
should telephone Fr Simon or see him at Mass at 10am on Sunday.

Following this there are Meetings on the first Friday of each month
at 7:30pm that you will need to attend, where you will meet Mrs
Gerri Doherty and Deacon Chris Wells.

(CYCLE C)
MASS & SERVICE TIMES
Saturday 4th October 5:15pm Mass
Sunday 5th October 10:00am | Mass (Livestreamed)
Monday 6th October 10:00am | Mass
Tuesday 7th October 10:00am | Funeral — Susan Brown RIP
Wednesday 8th October 10:00am | Mass
Thursday 9th October 10:00am | Mass
Friday 10th October No Mass
Saturday 11th October 5:15pm Mass
Sunday 12th October 10:00am | Mass (Livestreamed)

If Fr Simon is unobtainable please leave a message and send an email

i to stjosephwinsford2012@hotmail.co.uk
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200 CLUB DRAW SPECTACLES FOR MISSIONS

Winner: £40 Prize
This week — Mrs Alison Waldecker

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB
AND HELP THE PARISH?

Please continue to bring in your
unwanted spectacles and cases

Sunday 12th October

There will be a sale of handmade goods including pictures and
assorted cards. The profits raised will go towards the purchasing of
materials for the First Communion programme.

Bingo Night

It's that time of the year, we are starting to collect prizes for our
bingo night raising money for parish funds. Please leave any
donations in the Sacristy marked ‘bingo.’ The bingo night is on Friday
7th November.

Coffee morning

Our next coffee morning is on Tuesday 14th October at 10:30am,
everyone is welcome.

Cake sale

The next cake sale is on Sunday 19th October.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING ENQUIRIES

If you are interested in hiring the Parish Centre for a function,
please contact Phil Martin on 07720 807162

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a hew experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel Luke 17: 5-10
The apostles said to the Lord, “Make our faith stronger!”

Jesus replied:

“If you had faith no bigger than a tiny mustard seed, you could tell this
mulberry tree to pull itself up, roots and all, and to plant itself in the
ocean. And it would!

If your servant comes in from ploughing
or from taking care of the sheep.
Would you say,

“Welcome! Come on in and have

something to eat”? M e
VIS v \\_/\W
No, you wouldn’t say that. You would say, . = ‘

“Fix me something to eat. Get ready to serve me, so | can have my
meal.
Then later on you can eat and drink.”

Servants don’t deserve special thanks for doing what they are
supposed to do.

And that’s how it should be with you. When you’ve done all you
should, then say,
“We are merely servants, and we have simply done our duty.”



