Gospel Reflection

Happy Easter - and how is it for you?

Did you wake up with the brightest of new dawns and a joyful
dawn chorus? Did the bleakness of Lent disappear with the
knowledge that the Resurrected Christ is remembered this
day?

| have to say that | didn't. Some of the Lenten feeling, which
actually preceded Lent, had not gone away. Yet | took part in
every step of the journey that the church offered me and, |
thought, more besides. | was disappointed — | try not to
believe in magic - but | was hoping for some.

Then | heard the morning's Gospel and it came to me. It is not
a Resurrection heralded with fireworks or even a multitude of
angels; it is not Jesus walking on air into Jerusalem to rebuild
the Temple; it is not a mass revolution of faith and belief.

There is such a quietness to the Resurrection; the natural
dawn - no special star or eclipse; the stone rolled away - not
blasted. The God of the weak, the unwanted, the unclean, the
unworthy still will not put himself above us. He is, even more
so, where we are. Jesus simply came back as he left - with the
humility of a servant - and he went home.

So, if you didn't find him in the pomp and circumstance of the
Easter Mass perhaps, like me, you were looking in the wrong
place. Perhaps you need to sit quietly and seek him in your
home, in your place, in your inner God space. Because, if you
ever need him - that's as far as you will need to look.
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Saturday 16th April 7:00pm Mass
Holy Saturday

Sunday 17th April 10:00am | Mass
Easter Sunday

Monday 18th April TBC

Tuesday 19th April TBC
Wednesday 20th April TBC

Thursday 21st April TBC

Friday 22nd April TBC

Saturday 23rd April 5:15pm Mass
Sunday 24th April 10:00am | Mass

If Fr Simon is unobtainable and you urgently need a Priest please
phone the parish mobile: 07548 222133 Please use this number for
emergencies only i.e. where a priest is needed urgently.
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200 CLUB DRAW

Winner: £40 Prize
This week — Mrs Mary Snape

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB
AND HELP THE PARISH?

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a hew experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel John 20: 1-9

It was very early on the first day of the week and

still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She

saw that the stone had been moved away from the

tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved.

'They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,' she said, 'and we don't
know where they have put him.'

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb.

They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster than Peter,
reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on
the ground, but did not go in.

Simon Peter, following him, also came up, went into the tomb, saw the
linen cloths lying on the ground and also the cloth that had been over
his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by
itself.

Then the other disciple who had reached the
tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed.

Till this moment they had still not understood
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
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