Gospel Reflection

For the rich young man, his money was a problem. He was
good — kept all the commandments but maybe missed out on
the main one, to love God and love the neighbour. Jesus’
heart went out to him in love, his misery and his wealth. But
wealth blocked him from receiving love...what could have
brought great joy to his heart was blocked.

Wealth can do this. The way forward is in sharing. If he could
get free of his money and attachment to it, he would be
happy. Otherwise he went away sad. Jesus did not condemn
wealth, but the selfish hoarding of it.

We notice that people when they get rich may lose friends.
They have to put guard gates on the house. And people are
afraid to go out with them because they can’t afford the life
style. Wealth and its trappings can stunt love.

Same with other things we get attached to — property, health,
good looks, all that keeps us from real love.

For Jesus — Sharing is the way forward. He did that himself,
shared his eternal life of happiness with us to death. Shared
the love of his heart. The grateful heart will encourage us to
share and to remain human and humble.
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200 CLUB DRAW

Winner: £40 Prize
This week — Mrs Claire Bennett

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB
AND HELP THE PARISH?

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a hew experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel Reading Mark 10: 17-30

As Jesus went out into the street, a man came running
up, greeted him with great reverence, and asked,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to get eternal life?”

Jesus said, “Why are you calling me good? No one is good, only God.
You know the commandments: Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery,
don'’t steal, don't lie, don’t cheat, honour your father and mother.”

He said, “Teacher, | have - from my youth - kept them alll”

Jesus looked him hard in the eye - and loved him! He said, “There’s one thing
left: Go sell whatever you own and give it to the poor. All your wealth will
then be heavenly wealth. And come follow me.”

The man’s face clouded over. This was the last thing he expected to hear, and
he walked off with a heavy heart. He was holding on tight to a lot of things,
and not about to let go.

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea
how difficult it is for people who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s
kingdom?” The disciples couldn’t believe what they were
hearing, but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine how difficult.
I’d say it’s easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye
than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.”

That set the disciples back on their heels.
“Then who has any chance at all?” they asked.

Jesus was blunt: “No chance at all if you think you can pull it
off by yourself. Every chance in the world if you let God do it.”

Peter tried another angle: “We left everything and followed you.”

Jesus said, “Mark my words, no one who sacrifices house, brothers, sisters,
mother, father, children, land — whatever - because of me and the Message
will lose out. They’'ll get it all back, but multiplied many times in homes,
brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land - but also in troubles. And then
the bonus of eternal life! This is once again the Great Reversal: Many who are
first will end up last, and the last first.”

"Preach the Gospel always, if necessary use words” |

L St Francis of Assisi I



