Gospel Reflection

Thisweek’s Gospel gives usa moment to pause and ask ourselves if
we have become like the Pharisees —do we throw people

away? Do we allow ourselves to buyinto the hardness of heart that
allows usto justifyit? Dowe find ourselves choosing the value of
one life overanother, one person overanother, one group of
people overanother?

Nobodyisa “throw away person.” There are sinful people, yes, and
we are includedinthat bunch. There are difficult people, yes, and
sometimeswe areincludedinthatbunch. There are people that
are loved by God, and we are all includedin that bunch.

Every personyou meettoday — friend orfoe, rich or poor, sinneror
saint—ismade in the image and likeness of God. From the
beginning, God intended us to see each otherthat way. Sin
happened, and ourvision can become distorted. This week, re-read
the Gospel andinvite Christto give you eyesto see the world as He
seesit,and more importantly, to see our brothers and sisters as
Christseesthem.
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Belgian Beer Night. On Friday 7th December(7:30pmto 11:30pm).
Tickets available from Phil Martin in advance of the night (07720
807162). Priceis £10 for 2 beers (one draughtand one bottle) plus
food (Belgian Stew). More beers available to purchase on the night.
f4 for those who only want the food. Pre-order forms will be made
available before the eventif you wantto orderadditional beers for
the Christmas period.

Bingo Night. Friday 23rd November 7pm-11pm. We would be
grateful fordonations of Prizes forthis event. And of course your
supporton the eveningitself - always agreat eveningout.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you wish to make preparations for your child to be Baptised
you should telephone Fr Simon to arrange to see him after an
1lam Mass on Sunday morning.
Following this there are Meetings on the first Friday of each

month at 7:30pm.that you will need to attend, where you will
meet Mrs Gerri Doherty and Deacon Tony Ford.

Saturday 6th October 4:45pm Sacramentof Reconciliation
5:15pm Maria Pieta Bada Analdo Malidao
Agosto Malidao
Sunday 7th October 9:30am People of the Parish
11:00am | Doreen Thomas RIP
Monday 8th October 7:00pm Persecuted Christians
7:30pm Scripture Group
Tuesday9th October 9:30am Pat McQuillan sick
Wednesday 10th October Noon Special Intentions of Rimmer family
7:15pm Music Ministry Rehearsal
Thursday11th October 9:30am Intentions of Maureen Finnegan
Friday 12th October No service
Saturday 13th October 4:45pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:15pm RobertPrince RIP
Sunday 14th October 9:30am People of the Parish
11:00am | Valerie Lloyd
Monday 15th October 9:30am Sick of the Parish

If Fr Simon is unobtainable and you urgently need a Priest please

' phone the parish mobile: 07548 222133 Please use this number for :

emergencies only i.e. where a priest is needed urgently.

_______________________________________




200CLUB DRAW A OWERS FOR THE CHURCH

Winner: £40 Prize
This week— Mrs Josephine Jones by R Jensen

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB

AND HELP THE PARISH? the flowers please add yournameto

the listin the porch and place your
donation into the wall box.

SPECTACLES FOR MISSIONS
Please continue to bring in your

unwanted spectacles and cases. We

are also collecting unused Rosary
beads forthe Missions.

Flowers for the church were donated

If you would like to make a donation for

Church Cleaners. We are appealing for more people to help with the
weekly cleaning of the church on a Thursday morning.

If you can help—evenif only forhalfan hour or so, this really would
be appreciated. Pleaselet Derek know if you can help.

Little Church. We are asking for people to volunteerto help runthe
Little Church at 11am Mass. If anyone isinterested in helping, please
speak with Elaine afterthe 11am Mass. Elaine will continueto help
with the Little Church and you would not be expected to do the Little
Church every week.

Coffee Morning. Our next Coffee morningis on Tuesday 16th
Octoberat 10:30am. Come alongand joinin the fun - Refreshments,
Bingo, Raffle and Bring-and Buy Sale. We would love to see more
people supporting these events.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING ENQUIRIES

If you are interested in hiring the Parish Centre for a function,
please contact Phil Martin on 07720807162

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel Reading Mark 10: 2 - 16

From there he wentto the areaof Judeaacross the Jordan.

A crowd of people, as was so often the case, wentalong,
and he, as he so often did, taught them. Pharisees came up, intending to give
hima hard time. They asked, “Isit legal fora man to divorce his wife?”

Jesussaid, “What did Moses command?”

Theyanswered, “Moses gave permission tofill out a certificate of dismissal
and divorce her.”

Jesus said, “Moses wrote this command only as a concession to your
hardhearted ways. Inthe original creation, God made male and female to be
together. Because of this, aman leaves fatherand mother, and in marriage he
becomesone flesh withawoman - no longertwoindividuals, butforminga
new unity. Because God created this organicunion of the two sexes, noone
should desecrate his art by cuttingthem apart.”

When they were back home, the disciples broughtitup
again.Jesus gave itto them straight:

“A man who divorces his wife so he can marry someone
else commits adultery againsther. Andawoman who
divorces her husband so she can marry someone else
commitsadultery.”

The people brought childrentoJesus, hoping he might
touch them. The disciples shooed them off. But Jesus
was irate andletthemknow it:

“Don’t push these children away. Don’t ever get between them and me.
These children are atthe very centre of life in the kingdom. Mark this: Unless
you accept God’s kingdom in the simplicity of achild, you'll

nevergetin.”

Then, gatheringthe childrenupin hisarms, he laid his hands of blessingon
them.



