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He has to do it for the least as well as the most valuable of his flock
and he has to put them first over and over again, so that they are
safely delivered to his Lord’s enclosure. This is an image of a fierce
man; but you will not get sheep to obey through fear. A fat, healthy
sheep depends on being part of a flock; of
feeling safe; of being cared for. So there is
another side to the shepherd — the mother -
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BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you wish to make preparations for your child to be Baptised
you should telephone Fr Simon to arrange to see him after an
11lam Mass on Sunday morning. . If'F'é"' """ k;t"'k)l """ d """""" t'l """ ('j"'l'j':"'t"l """""" !
. . . , . i r Simon is unobtainable and you urgently need a Priest please 5
Following t_h's there are Mee_tlngs on the first Friday of each ' phone the parish mobile: 07548 2);21339 PIeZ\se use this nurgber for !
month at 7:30pm.that you will need to attend, where you will i !

meet Mrs Gerri Doherty and Deacon Tony Ford. emergencies only i.e. where a priest is needed urgently.
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200 CLUB DRAW FLOWERS FOR THE CHURCH
Winner: £40 Prize If you would like to make a donation for
This week — Mr George Chilton the ﬂovyers please add your name to
the list in the porch and place your
WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB donation into the wall box.
AND HELP THE PARISH?

SPECTACLES FOR MISSIONS
Please continue to bring in your
unwanted spectacles and cases.

Coffee morning: Our Coffee Morning last Tuesday raised a total of
£134. Thanks to all who helped to organise it and to those who came
along to make the event such a success. Our next Coffee Morning
will be on Tuesday 15" May at 10am — come along and join in the fun
- Refreshments, Bingo, Raffle and Bring-and Buy Sale.

A very successful Bingo Night raised a record breaking £1,236 to be
shared equally between Cheshire Autism Practical Support and
Cheshire West Carer Support. Both charities well represented by
friends and families and a great turnout by parishioners. A huge
amount of organisation goes in to setting this up and running it so
smoothly on the night, but the Bingo Glrls (and boy- Joe Davis! The
Bingo Caller) have it all down to a T! Many thanks to all concerned.

Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday 8" May at 7:30 pm. If there is
anything you would like to be discussed at this meeting please tell Fr
Simon, Phil Martin or Derek. If you have any ideas/suggestions as to
what the Parish could/should be doing please let us know.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING ENQUIRIES
If you are interested in hiring the Parish Centre for a function,
please contact Phil Martin on 07720 807162

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel John 10 11-18

Jesus said to his disciples. “l am the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself,
sacrifices himself if necessary. A hired man is not a real shepherd.

The sheep mean nothing to him. He sees a wolf come and runs for it,
leaving the sheep to be ravaged and scattered by the wolf. He’s only in
it for the money. The sheep don’t matter to him”.

“I am the Good Shepherd. | know my own

sheep and my own sheep know me. In the

same way, the Father knows me and | know

the Father. | put the sheep before myself,
sacrificing myself if necessary. You need to

know that | have other sheep in addition to those
in this pen. | need to gather and bring them, too.
They’ll also recognise my voice. Then it will be
one flock, one Shepherd”.

“This is why the Father loves me: because | freely lay down my life. And
so | am free to take it up again. No one takes it from me. | lay it down
of my own free will. | have the right to lay it down; | also have the right
to take it up again. | received this authority personally from my Father.”

Variety Show: St. Andrew’s Drama Group, present their next variety show
here at St. Joseph’s, on Friday 4th May at 7.30 pm. Come and be
entertained! Well known songs, duets, comedy sketches and jokes! Enjoy
an uplifting evening, down memory lane! Tickets £5, by contacting Phil
Martin (07720807162), or pay on the door. Please see the poster in the
porch.

"Preach the Gospel always, if necessary use words"

L St Francis of Assisi I



