Gospel Reflection

| have a friend Susan who says her husband always remembers a
face but seldom a name. So when they go to a social event and
approach someone whose name he should know but doesn't
remember, they have devised a social strategy that works for them.
He places his hand gently in the small of her back and guides her
toward the person with these words "This is my wife, Susan."
Anyone with any manners at all is going to respond by giving their
own name. Not many people are going to just stare at Susan until it
becomes awkwardly clear that her husband has no recollection of
their name. I'll bet that any of you reading this would respond by
putting out your hand, shaking her hand, and saying, with a
gracious smile, "It's nice to meet you, Susan. My name is ...........

Our text for today has John introducing Jesus to some of his
(John's) disciples, with the description: "Look, here is the Lamb of
God!" This is a "revelation formula" John
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Here is your mother."

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
Sorry but we are still waiting for the information about
this and will let you have you it as soon as it is received.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you wish to make preparations for your child to be Baptised
you should telephone Fr Simon to arrange to see him after an
11am Mass on Sunday morning..

Following this there are Meetings on the first Friday of each
month at 7:30pm.that you will need to attend, where you will
meet Mrs Gerri Doherty and Deacon Tony Ford.
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15th JANUARY 2017
2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (CYCLE A)
MASS & SERVICE TIMES

Saturday 14th January 4:45pm | Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:15pm | Hilda & Albert Clarkson RIP
Sunday 15th January 9;30am | Hilda Johnstone RIP
11:00am | People of the Parish

Service of Word and Communion

Monday 16th January

Tuesday 17th January Service of Word and Communion

Wednesday 18th January No Service

Thursday 19th January Service of Word and Communion

Friday 20th January No Service

Saturday 21st January 4:45pm | Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:15pm | Family of Nancy Macey

Sunday 22nd January 9;30am | People of the Parish
11:00am | The Grue Family

Monday 23rd January 10:00am | Requiem Mass — George Mannix

7:30pm | Scripture Group

Please note- Mass times are subject to change and, whilst every effort
will be made, intention dates cannot be guaranteed

If Fr Simon is unobtainable and you urgently need a Priest please
phone the parish mobile: 07548 222133 Please use this number for
emergencies only i.e. where a priest is needed urgently
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200 CLUB DRAW

Winner: £40 Prize
This week —. Mrs C Bennett

FLOWERS FOR THE CHURCH

If you would like to make a donation for
the flowers please add your name to
the list in the porch and place your
donation into the wall box.

WHY NOT JOIN THE 200 CLUB
AND HELP THE PARISH?

FOOD BANK: A message from The Mid Cheshire Food Bank

On behalf of the Mid Cheshire Food Bank we wish to thank everyone at
St Josephs Church and School for the wonderful donations of 453 kgs of
food collected in December.

We appreciate your support which is vital in ensuring that the Food
Bank is able to continue to serve the local community.

The demand for food parcels increases year on year and we rely on your
continued support.

Kind regards - Peggy at the Food bank Team.

. LINDISFARNE - PARISH RETREAT
Friday 28™ April to Sunday 30™ April

A retreat has been organised at Holy Island. If you are interested in
going on this Retreat can you please add your name(s) to the list in the
porch. The cost is likely to be in the region of £75-80 per person
(excluding transport). More details available in due course.
Numbers are limited, so please add your name(s) ASAP.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING ENQUIRIES

If you are interested in hiring the Parish Centre for a function,
please contact Derek - 01606 889048

Prayer for our Parish:
Father, pour out your Spirit upon the people of this parish
and grant us a new vision of your glory,
a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word .
and a new consecration to your service,
that your love may grow among us and your kingdom come,
through Christ our Lord.

St Joseph pray for us

Gospel John1 29-34

The very next day John saw Jesus coming toward him
and yelled out, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb!

He forgives the sins of the world! This is the man I've
been talking about, ‘the One who comes after me but is really ahead of
me.” | knew nothing about who he was—only this: that my task has
been to get Israel ready to recognize him as the God-Revealer. That is
why | came here baptizing with water, giving you a good bath and
scrubbing sins from your life so you can get a fresh start with God.”
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John clinched his witness with this:

“l watched the Spirit, like a dove flying

down out of the sky, making himself at [
home in him. | repeat, | know nothing

about him except this: The One who

authorized me to baptize with water told

me, ‘The One on whom you see the Spirit

come down and stay, this One will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” That’s
exactly what | saw happen, and I’'m telling you, there’s no question
about it: This is the Son of God.”

"Preach the Gospel always, if necessary use words" |

L St Francis of Assisi I

Tony Lister recently celebrated his 8o™" Birthday Party in the Parish
Centre. His relatives, friends and parishioners who attended the party
raised £310 for MacMillan Nurses. He would like to thank everyone for
their generosity.

Retired Priests Fund Collection today.

We have around 30 retired priests — and in the 2-3 years a further
16 are due to retire from active service. The Retired Priests’ Fund
is used to provide accommodation and financial support. Please be
generous in your response to this collection.
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